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I’m hoping this newsletter finds everyone deep in the throes
of summer vacation and enjoying this wonderful time of year
fishing, camping, or getting ready for the upcoming hunting sea-
son.  I just returned from fourteen days in Alaska on a Brown
Bear hunt on the Copper River, and wouldn’t you know, the Red
Salmon run was non-existent this year. It was so bad that the
Alaskan Department of Fish and Game closed commercial fishing
on the Copper River and its inlet at Cordova, but I still had a ball!
Anytime you get the opportunity to spend time in that pristine
wilderness – TAKE IT!  I came home bearless as there were no
salmon, and thus, no bears fishing for salmon, but next spring,
I will return!  

Persistence is the key in hunting and in our work here at
home with our youth and apprentice programs, our NASP support
and numerous local shooting club sponsorships: our persistent
efforts to sustain our involvement with the next generation and
the generations to come evolves from our desire to propagate
our legacy in the outdoors.  You will have heard by now (I hope)
that our Annie Oakley Day at the range event was a great suc-
cess! Thanks to Committee Leader Bob Edwards and his com-
mittee for organizing and executing this event flawlessly! Thanks
also to Committee Leader Alan Kirschenbaum who has lead his
committee in putting together a great two-day event for our
Youth, Apprentice and Family Hunter event on July 14 & 15 that
will again be held at the Fern Creek Sportsman’s Club and we
are expecting max attendance there as well.  This venue, made
possible by the generous donation of time, effort and money of
the Fern Creek Sportsman’s Club membership, is superb and we
cannot thank them enough.  

Mark your calendars for 2 more events that are coming up.
The Audubon Country Club is the new venue for our Summer

Membership Meeting,
and I hope each of you
will join fellow chapter
members, friends and
me on July 22nd for a
casual afternoon of
food, fun and fellow-
ship!  Also on the hori-
zon mark your calendar
for our Annual Chapter
Dove Shoot at The Jef-
ferson Proving Grounds in Madison, Indiana on opening day!

You should have recently received a ballot for the election
of KYSCI Officers and Board Members.  We reluctantly say adios
to retiring Board Members Bill Hook, Jim Warren and Alan
Kirschenbaum who have given us many years of service and we
thank them profusely; however, we have committee work for
them and they have promised to stay involved.  No one gets off
the hook around here!  You will also see we have an official spot
for a “Youth” member on our Board.  We believe getting that
viewpoint is going to be crucial going into the 21st century and
we are reaching out to those younger members who may have
a desire to “see what it’s all about” to come help us understand
what it’s like to be that young again and how to interact with the
coming generations.  On that same outreach theme, we are
seeking committee–help on several of our committees: member-
ship, fundraising, education, etc. all have spots for any member
who wants to help us grow our chapter.  Please vote and let us
know your thoughts.  It’s easy and explained on the ballot.  

Contact info is here in the newsletter for each member of
the Board: please feel free to email or call at any time to give us
your thoughts and/or your help.  It took over 30 volunteers to
put on our one-day Annie Oakley Day event.  It’s going to take
at least that many to staff our Youth, Apprentice and Family
Hunter program in July.  Please help if you can.  After all, giving
back is how we got here.  Thanks for participating in the greatest
conservation organization there ever was!  

Officers & 

BOard Of directOrs

President’s Message
By Larry Richards, Chapter President

Email: LRichards@cobaltventures.com   

Phone: (502) 727-7700

This whitetail fawn was resting in a food plot cleared by
Mike Ohlmann and friends the previous fall to remove a stand of
dead ash due to the emerald ash bore blight that took more than
200 ash off 30 acres. They burned many and left the rest as
deadfall to create ground cover. The "build it and they will come"
theory proved right. This is the 3rd fawn and there have been
over 2 dozen turkey poults seen in this “new natures nursery”.

Officers

President - Larry Richards - LRichards@cobaltventures.com

Vice President - Jim Warren -jimandmjw@aol.com

Treasurer - Sherry Maddox - explorer111749@aol.com

Secretary - Alyson Stamper - alysonstamperoutdoors@gmail.com

Past President - Mike Maddox - mmaddox@me.com

Senior Advisor - Mike Ohlmann - mctxdy@gmail.com

Director-at-Large - Tom Hebert - tom@realtors.win.net

Board of Directors

Bob Edwards - bedwardslouky@insightbb.com

Bill Hook - DHOOK@mainstreetwealth.net

Alan Kirschenbaum - kirschenbaumalan@yahoo.com

Cheri Miller - montanaelksgirl@aol.com

Alice Monarch - smonarch@bbtel.com

Marty Stamper - Mstamp6969@gmail.com

Lowell Stevens - lowellstevens@me.com

KYSCI BALLOTS DUE JULY 15
YOUR BALLOTS FOR KYSCI

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
& DIRECTORS

ARE DUE BY JULY 15, 2018

VOTE BY RETURN MAIL OR EMAIL

kentuckianachaptersci@gmail.com   
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“LEGAL BRIEFS”
By Ivan Schell, Esquire

NATIONAL NEWS - CALIFORNIA: California is often the incubator for ideas which clash with the hunting culture.

Recently, it outlawed the importation of mountain lion trophies, banned lead ammunition for many applications, and severely

restricted access to firearms stores.  However, the latest action to surface in the state legislation may portend severe pressure

on hunting internationally and potentially domestically.  California Senate Bill No. 1487 would enact the “Iconic African

Species Protection Act” and would prohibit the possession of specified African species trophies, including the African elephant,

African lion, leopard, black rhino, white rhino, giraffe, duiker, zebra, hippo and striped hyena.  The penalty is a fine of between

$5,000 and $40,000 and forfeiture of the trophy.  The legislation authorizes payment of a $500 finder’s fee to any person

giving information that leads to a judgment imposed by a court.  This is without regard to the fact that the trophy may have

been legally imported and processed with proper CITES documentation.  There does not appear to be any grandfathering of

previously imported trophies.

This California Senate Bill is not yet law, but the introduction of this kind of measure should send shockwaves throughout

the hunting community.  State legislatures of liberal states will apparently seek to preempt federal law by prohibiting the pos-

session of these trophies.  If this effort becomes successful, then all big game could be on the chopping block, foreign or do-

mestic.  SCI and its members should initiate a full court press to halt this egregious overreach.

PITTMAN-ROBERTSON (P.R.) ACT: Introduced May 22, 2017, was H.R.2591, a measure to modernize the Pittman-

Robertson Fund for Tomorrow’s Needs Act of 2017.  In recognition of the decline in hunter numbers (see “Deer Camp” else-

where in this newsletter), this act would allow the allocation of 25% of the funds collected under P.R. to be used for hunter

recruitment and recreational shooter recruitment in any given year.  In addition, the Secretary of Interior could make grants

up to an aggregate of $5,000,000 for such programs.

FEDERAL LAND ACCESS: Due in part to litigation success by SCI, Secretary of Interior Ryan Zinke plans to open

248,000 acres in the National Wildlife Refuge System to hunting.  This applies to three new refuges and 26 existing refuges.

These changes, if made final, will apply in the 2018-2019 hunting season.  Check the FWS website for the latest information

at https://www.fws.gov/refuges/hunting/.

KENTUCKY: Major changes are being proposed by KDFWR to the upcoming deer season in order to more effectively

manage the deer herd.  The proposal would open Zone 1 counties during the last weekend of September for taking antlerless

deer with firearms.  In addition, the regular firearms season in Zones 3 and 4 would increase from 10 to 16 days, as is the case

in the remainder of the state.  However, in Zone 3, only one antlerless deer would be able to be taken with a firearm (out of

the four deer limit).  In Zone 4, the bag limit would be reduced from four deer to two, and only one deer could be antlerless.

Finally, Zone 1 hunters will be able to acquire additional deer permit to allow the hunter to take up to 15 extra deer.  In

summary, the bag limit in Zone 4 is two deer, four deer in Zones 3 and 2, and unlimited does in Zone 1.  Only one antlered

deer can be taken statewide.

INDIANA: Last quarter, I reported that Indiana had proposed a bobcat season for its southern tier of counties.  That proposal

apparently was a mirage.  The NRL has voted to withdraw the proposed bobcat season.  In addition, the NRL has withdrawn

its proposal that nuisance permit holders be required to euthanize raccoons, opossums and coyotes.  Permit holders may still

release these animals in the county of capture on property where they have permission to do so, thereby preserving opportunities

for coon and coyote hunters to pursue the released animals.

Renew Your KYSCI, SCI & NRA Memberships Today!
www.scifirstforhunters.org   •   www.nra.org  

www.kentuckianasci.org 
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Many landowners in Kentucky are interested in managing
their property for game animals, especially deer and turkey, and
food plots are a very popular activity for them.  Yet it is important
to remember that although food plots may be helpful in certain
areas, such as those that are heavily wooded or surrounded by
very little cropland, food is only part of the puzzle.  Abundant
cover, ample water, and adequate space are also needed.  In
fact, deer and turkey naturally roam a wide area, about a square
mile or 640 acres on average.  Given that, and the fact that the
average farm size in the state is less than 100 acres, most
landowners need to look beyond just their property when decid-
ing what habitat management practices to undertake for these
animals and to what extent they are needed.

Normally only 2-5% of a property needs to be dedicated to
food plots.  It is also usually better to have several smaller food
plots (1/4 – 2 acres) than it is to have fewer larger ones.  You
should utilize existing open areas such as log landings or odd
sections of idle field before spending a lot of time and money
clearing new sites.  The selected spots also need adequate light-
ing, at least 4 hours of sunlight each day.

In terms of what to plant, it is important to maintain both
warm and cool season food plots on the property.  Warm season
plots may include such things as soybeans, sunflowers, cowpeas,
milo, and buckwheat; these plants mature during the summer
and early fall.  Cool season plots might include items such as
clover (ladino, red, crimson), winter wheat or oats, winter peas,
chicory, birdsfoot trefoil, corn, turnips, and kale; these will pro-
vide food during fall, winter, and in some cases early spring.

The most important thing is to match the plantings to the
quality of each site.  Some plants can tolerate
infertile, dry ridgetops while others need a
moist, fertile site.  Perennial grasses should
not be included in food plots since they rank
at the bottom of the list in terms of forage
preference by deer and will crowd out
broadleaf plants inhibiting travel and decreas-
ing the quality of brood habitat for turkey as
well as other gamebirds.

Be sure to prepare each site properly by
spraying herbicide as needed before planting
to kill any existing vegetation.  Lime and fer-
tilizer should also be applied, and done so in
accordance with a soil test.  Do not try to cut
corners and guess or use generic recommen-
dations.  Every site is different and a soil test
is the only way to know for sure what each
site requires.  If using agricultural lime, it
should be spread several months prior to
planting to allow time for it to become incor-
porated into the soil.

Follow recommendations regarding seed-
ing rates, dates, and depth.  Seeding extra
heavy will simply cause plants to produce less

seed due to overcrowding and competition for sunlight, nutri-
ents, and space.  Control weeds in your food plots as needed by
mowing or application of selective herbicides; consult with your
biologist for specific guidance on the matter.

If these basic rules are followed, your food plots should be
successful and you should be happy with the results.  Yet re-
member, it is hard work.  Establishing and maintaining quality
food plots takes planning and dedication.  It is no different than
farming, you’re just farming for wildlife.  And finally, remember
that given the mild climate, diverse vegetation, and relatively
abundant rowcrop agriculture present in the state, food is gen-
erally not a limiting factor for most wildlife in Kentucky.  There-
fore food plots should be viewed as being supplemental, not
critical, to managing for wildlife.

Food Plots - Helpful, 
But Not A Silver Bullet
By Kevin Raymond, Private Lands Wildlife Biologist

July-August
___ Create wildlife waterholes when the soil is dry 
___ enough
___ Perform exotic/invasive species removal 
___ Mark trees for timber stand improvement
___ Manipulate dove fields for season opener
___ Plant winter wheat in late August

September
___ Order tree & shrub seedlings (Kentucky Forestry 
___ Dept)
___ Spray herbicide to kill fescue
___ Sow clover & cool season grasses
___ Prepare firebreaks & seed to winter wheat

For more info, call KDFWR (800) 858-1549
Kentucky Forestry Dept. (502) 564-4496

Habitat Improvement Checklist
By KDFWR
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KYSCI Annual 2-Day 
Youth, Apprentice & Family 

Outdoors Program
July 14 & 15, 2018 

Fern Creek Sportsman’s Club – Louisville, KY

Our Program offers families a fresh way to bond!

Tuition is free! - Limited to 50 participants.

Learn Basic Elements of Hunting & Outdoor Sport Skills:

Firearm Safety – Shotgun, Rifle & Muzzleloader

Basic Archery Skills - Identify Local Game

Game Anatomy & Proper Shot Placement

Tracking Skills & How to Find Your Game

Tree Stand Safety - What It Is to Be an Ethical Hunter

Family groups take the course together – A “family group” consists

of a responsible adult who is interested in participating in the Pro-

gram and who will act as guardian of up to 5 youth. Adult solo par-

ticipants are welcome, too. Our goal is to nurture and inspire

youth, adult novices and families to become successful hunters. 

Recommended Starting Age Is 7 Years Old
Register Online: www.kentuckianasci.org/apprenticeprogram

Contact Person: 
Alan Kirschenbaum - kirschenbaumalan@yahoo.com

Register

Now!

Joyce’s Cucumber, Onion & Tomato Salad     
By Joyce Cook 

4 Cucumbers, Peeled & Sliced Very Thin 1 ½ c Apple Cider Vinegar
4 Onions, Peeled & Sliced Very Thin 1 c Sugar
4 Tomatoes, Cubed 1 T Pepper

Place sliced cucumbers and onions in a bowl of ice water for ½ hour.  Drain well. 
Add tomatoes.  Bring vinegar and sugar mixture to a boil. Cool. Pour cooled vinegar over the cucumber
mixture and place in the fridge for at least an hour to season.  Enjoy!!

KYSCI recently received a letter of thanks from the Old Mill Ele-
mentary School NASP Team for our Chapter’s support of their pro-
gram.  The team practiced hard and participated in 7 tournaments
prior to participating in the State NASP Championships on March 31,
2018.  Their match against the Bernheim NASP Team gave them their
biggest score of the season, an impressive 2780!  Among their many
nice memories of the sport, Morgan, a 4th Grader, commented that
“getting to shoot with friends” was a favorite thing to do while 5th
Grader, Hunter, said that “shooting 3 bulls eyes in a row” was his fa-
vorite memory.  We thank them all for their nice letter and wish them
continued success! 

Old Mill Elementary NASP 
Says “Thanks”!

CMP Firearms Sales Update
By Bob Edwards

The Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP) is a national organi-
zation created by the U.S. Congress as part of the 1903 War De-
partment Appropriations Act dedicated to training and educating
U. S. citizens in responsible uses of firearms and air guns through
gun safety training, marksmanship training, and competitions.

The KYSCI is a Civilian Marksmanship Program Affiliate
Club. To our knowledge, we are the only Safari Club Chapter in the
nation with affiliate club status. Over many years, we have obtained
considerable firearms instructor training as a result of this affiliation.

Our chapter recently used our affiliate status to obtain target ri-
fles at a considerable discount that we donated to the Breckinridge
County 4-H Shooting Program.

Due to our relationship with the CMP program, our chapter mem-
bers are eligible to purchase certain military surplus firearms at a con-
siderable discount. At this time, that would be M1 Garand Rifles starting
at $695.00, Savage .22 target rifles, and other rifles as available.

Beginning 09/04/18 through 10/04/18, the CMP program will be
accepting order forms for a drawing allowing the first 8,000 applicants
drawn to purchase a Government surplus 1911 Handgun.

The CMP does not know what next year’s allotment might be.

FOR CMP ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, PROCEDURES AND
DETAILS FOR PURCHASING THESE AND/OR OTHER
FIREARMS, go to the CMP website at http://thecmp.org/
cmp_sales/rifle_sales/eligibility-requirements/
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On Saturday, June 16, 2018 at the Fern Creek Sportsman’s Club,

KYSCI’s CMP/Shooting Committee participated in the tenth annual Annie

Oakley Range Day. KYSCI has provided use of equipment and instructors

for this event since its beginning.

This purposely-coordinated ladies’ day event, founded by Chapter

Member Rachel Crume, Executive Director, Kentucky Fish and Wildlife

Foundation, is designed to introduce women who have never used a

firearm to the shooting sports. Fifty-four ladies of all ages spent a beautiful

early summer day learning the basics of firearms safety, function, use and

range conduct in a subdued friendly setting with no pressure, and all the

ladies seemed to really enjoy the experience. These women are, or will

be, the mothers of the next generation of hunters and shooters if there is

to be a next generation. Our chapter believes that providing a safe, well

instructed opportunity to experience the shooting sports on their own mer-

its, as well as the opportunity to interact with area sportsmen, is vital to

the future of hunting and the shooting sports.

The event is and has always been entirely funded and staffed by area

sportsmen. The Rocky Mountain Elk Foun-

dation donated cash, The Fern Creek

Sportsman’s Club donated the use of their

entire facility along with some ammo and all

the clay birds and several of the Club’s

members donated use of their own personal

firearms. The Kentucky Fish and Wildlife

Foundation donated cash. KYSCI provided

use of the Chapter’s three outstanding CZ

training rifles, two Benelli compact 20-

gauge shotguns, shooting safety equip-

ment, spinning bottle targets, the Chapter

archery station including bows and targets,

crossbow and target, trailer including Chap-

ter tables, pop up canopies, and other field

event equipment. 

In addition to equipment, KYSCI also provided nine of the Chapter’s

highly trained shooting coaches. KYSCI programs such as this, NASP and

our youth event are an extension of our ongoing work to introduce as

many new participants as possible to the shooting and hunting sports.  To

supplement the hands on training at this event, we conducted a general

safety course in the Club’s building. Then, with eye and ear protection

provided, we sent the ladies out to different shooting stations where they

received more instruction before the hands on training. Fern Creek Sports-

man’s Club members Roger LaPointe, who is a certified instructor in every

NRA shooting discipline and Alan Gates with Megan Merriman conducted

the rifle segment using the KYSCI Chapter training rifles. Participants also

fired AR-15 style .22 LR rifles.

KYSCI CMP/Shooting Committee Members Mike Ohlmann (a Civilian

Marksmanship Program accredited coach, National Rifle Association three

position small-bore accredited coach, National Shooting Sports Foundation

[Olympics] three position small-bore accredited coach, Kentucky Justice

Cabinet Instructor, and KDFWR Hunter Safety Instructor) and Bob Ed-

wards (a Civilian Marksmanship Program accredited coach, National Rifle

Association three position small-bore accredited coach, National Shooting

Sports Foundation [Olympics] three position small-bore accredited coach,

Kentucky Justice Cabinet Instructor, KDFWR hunter safety instructor, and

Archery in Schools instructor) conducted the handgun segment of the

day’s instruction, with KYSCI Members John and Cheri Miller assisting.

Additionally, Derek Turner, a trained instructor, John Kline, an experi-

enced range officer, Melinda Heavrin, with

Today’s Well Armed Woman, an area women’s

shooting group, Jerry Cole with Academy Sports,

and several other dedicated area sportsmen as-

sisted in a fun, safe event. The ladies fired about

2000 rounds of .22 in a variety of single action

revolvers, double action revolvers, and an assort-

ment of semi-autos. They left this class well able

to handle about any handgun they might en-

counter.  The participants were encouraged to

bring their own firearms as well, and for those

who did, personal one on one instruction was

provided for them after the initial instruction. 

Chapter Members Mike Maddox, Alice

Monarch, and Louie Manion conducted the shotgun segment with area

sportsmen including Jack Dahl from 3rd District League of Kentucky

Sportsmen assisting. Using 20 gauge shotguns, participants fired at both

stationary and aerial targets.

Chapter Member Tom Hebert conducted archery instruction and

crossbow instruction, with Jason Scannell, a Fern Creek Sportsman’s Club

Member and event volunteer who helps annually, and Mike Hagan and

Youth Volunteer Charlie Miller also assisted.

Among the tasks assigned to Youth Volunteers Kris Miller and Eden

Ryan were running errands and taking photos of the various events. 

Annie Oakley Range Day
CMP/Shooting Committee

By Bob Edwards
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(HUNTER RECRUITMENT TOOL)
I am sure you have all heard it:  the number of hunters has

been steadily in decline for a number of years.  Since 1980 ac-
cording to USFWS, the number has dropped from 18 million to
about 10.5 million in 2017.  Hunting is losing participants to video
games, cell phones, portable computers, TV, and sports leagues.
Exacerbating this trend is the loss of public land for hunting and
the rise of private leases.

But all is not doom and gloom.  Against this backdrop is the
increase in women and girls toting a firearm or bow.   That num-
ber has grown to about 3.5 million or 1/3 of the total hunters
afield.  This trend is being fed by BOW programs, female desire
to participate in their man’s world and personal initiative to har-
vest what goes on the family table.

Many members of the Kentuckiana Chapter have stepped
up to address this decline, by recruiting new hunters, individually
as well as through chapter activities.  Peyton Whitworth, KYSCI
member and SCI International Youth Hunter of 2018, is a classic
example of the success of this effort.

My own epiphany occurred in the Blood River public hunting
area near Murray, Kentucky.  Even though I was over 40, the ex-
citement of taking my first deer with an ironsighted Ruger No 1
in .257 Roberts permeated my entire being.  Since that time I
had relentlessly tried to recruit my daughter Lindsey unto hunt-
ing, until at age 30 she agreed to pick up a Remington Model 7
in 7 mm-08 and harvest her first deer.  Other deer, turkey, pigs

and alligators have followed
that first deer on to Lindsey’s
dinner table.

In recent years, various
members of the Schell family
have congregated in Ken-
tucky, Texas or Oklahoma to
recreate the deer camp expe-
rience.  For the last several
years, the Schell deer camp
has taken over one of the log
lodges at the 7-S Stuart
Ranch in Waurika, Oklahoma,
situated on the Chisholm Trail
just north of the Red River

which marks the Texas border.  The 33,000 acres of the 7-S Wau-
rika Division are home to prairie dogs, hogs, turkey, deer and
waterfowl.

Clay Forst, who runs the outfitting division of this working
ranch annually makes us feel like kings and queens of the estate.
Each division of the ranch maintains two story log lodges with

full kitchens, showers,
and sleeping quarters for
6 or more.  (See the
website noted below for
details.)

Although many Ken-
tuckiana SCI members
have hunted the 7-S,
most are unaware of the
great opportunity for
family deer camp in De-
cember of each year.

For a mere $400 per
day per person (plus li-

cense), Clay and his guides will put all hunters in stands where
opportunities to kill does and pigs abound.  For new hunters this
kind of target rich environment with seemingly unlimited oppor-
tunities for success will provide the fun experiences that will con-
vert the most ardent Facebook freak.

Daughter Lindsey had the good fortune to find and marry
her soul mate last year.  Kirk has been a great talent in the

kitchen converting Lindsey’s
turkey, deer and pig into gour-
met dinners.  But, he did not
hunt!  We had to correct that
situation, so in December
2017 Kirk was included in the
Schell Deer Camp at the Stu-
art 7-S ranch.

This transformation re-
quired me to pony up a
scoped .308 rifle.  Lindsey or-
chestrated a series of trips to
the range with Kirk to teach
him the basics of marksman-

ship.  By the time December came around, Kirk was committed
to the trip.  He collected all of us in his Jeep at their home in
Austin, Texas, and headed for Waurika in December, 2017.  Upon
arrival, Kirk was immediately designated as the camp cook, and
Lindsey and I took over cleanup chores.   The evening prior to
our first day of hunting we feasted on Kirk’s gourmet spread.
Our dinner conversation generated great excitement about the
upcoming first day of the hunt.  

The next morning everyone fixed his or her own breakfast
and then geared up with warm clothes to fend off the frigid
weather, but we still hadn’t decided who would mentor Kirk
through his first harvest.  Lind-
sey quickly determined that
she was not an appropriate
mentor, and so it fell to the old
man to sit in the blind with
Kirk on his maiden effort.

The morning was clear
and unpleasantly cold at 18
degrees and 22 mph wind.
(However, my son-in-law was
generally unfazed by this, as
he was reared in Northern
Minnesota).  The guides gath-
ered us in the predawn dark-
ness and transported us in the
camp trucks to our assigned
hides.  Fortunately a ground

Deer Camp
By Ivan Schell

Kirk With First Deer Ever

Lindsey & Eric Fixing 
Dinner In Waurika 

Lindsey & Ivan With
Morning Harvest

Schell Deer Camp

Chisholm Trail
Monument

Continued on page 9
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A few years ago, a new dimension
was added to the SCI Blue Bag pro-
gram with the sponsorship of the Amy
Bell Family “Pay It Forward” SCI Blue
Bag.  After the sudden death of Amy
Bell, a young huntress and philanthro-
pist, her family teamed up with the SCI
Foundation and purchased SCI Blue
Bags for hunters so as to encourage
hunters to purchase and personally de-
liver school supplies, clothing and the
like to impoverished children around
the world.  The Bell Family’s plan was for hunters to leave the
SCI Blue Bags with the outfitters and landowners who would en-
courage other
hunters/outfitters
to shop locally
and personally
deliver gifts to
the native chil-
dren to enhance
hunters’ images
and to avoid the
excessive excess
baggage charges
frequently impos-
ed by the inter-

national and regional airlines.
On a recent safari to South Africa, KYSCI co-sponsored a

Bell SCI Blue Bag with me.  By contacting a local South African
sewing company, my hosts, Jan and Noel Ross whose property
is part of the Baviaans River Conversancy, arranged for the ladies
of this sewing company to custom make track suits for all 26 stu-
dents of a local rural school.  

Keeping with the Bell Family’s wishes, my KYSCI Chapter co-
sponsored Bell SCI Blue Bag was left with my Professional
Hunter, Vlam Myburg of Madubula Safaris, to be used by the next
hunter who wanted to leave gifts for the native children and my
SCI Blue Bag did not have to sit idle for long!  Vlam, who was
going to be hunting again on the Ross Family Farm, had told his
next hunting party about the program.  The following week, Vlam
helped another hunting couple purchase gifts locally then they
used that same Bell SCI Blue Bag to deliver soccer balls, school
supplies and clothing to the same school!  

These children, their teacher, and the community definitely
see hunters in a favorable light!  Vlam explained to the store-
owners and to the locals that we were American hunters and we
were buying gifts for the farm children.  Following the Bell Fam-
ily’s plan was positive in several ways: we, as American hunters,

were seen as car-
ing people by the
locals; the
store/business
owners were
happy that we
Americans were
spending money
in their stores;
we could use the
$150+/- of extra

airline baggage fees saved to purchase more for the children;
and the Rand/Dollar exchange rate made it possible for us to buy
more for the children.

Taking and/or filling the SCI Blue Bag for the native children
can be the highlight of your safari. By searching Amy Bell Family
“Pay It Forward” SCI Blue Bag on the Internet, you can learn
more about participating in this truly rewarding program.

KySCI Participates In

“Bell-Pay It Forward” 

SCI Blue Bag Program
By Alice Monarch

blind with two big bodied hunters crammed into chairs at least
generated some caloric heat and the blind cut the wind.  As
dawn broke we spotted a small hawk attacking a hapless field
mouse within our field of view.  Not long after first light does
began to filter into our food plot.

Kirk was eager to nail his first deer, but I cautioned patience
until one of the does offered a clean broadside shot.  Eventually,
one doe complied and Kirk carefully placed the scope cross hairs
behind the doe’s front leg and he squeezed off his first shot at a

live deer.  At the blast the doe bolted to the left out of view.
Again, I counseled patience and insisted on waiting 20 minutes
before conducting a search for a blood trail.  Finally, the 20 min-
utes expired and we emerged from the blind to find blood and
fortunately there was plenty of it. I let Kirk locate the trail and
then track the doe.  80 yards down the red line was Kirk’s first
harvest.  The smile on his face said it all.  A new hunter had been
minted on that frozen Oklahoma plain.

But as those of you who have served as mentors know, my
smile was just as big as Kirk’s!  Welcome to Deer Camp, and the
fraternity of hunters, Kirk!!

To book your hunt with the 7-S Stuart Ranch go to 
https://stuartranchoutfitters/waurika-division

Continued from page 8
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An avid Whitetail hunter does a lot of preparation to reduce
the variables in order to be in the right place at the right time.
With many hunting seasons available ranging from early archery
and muzzleloader to the traditional mid-November modern
firearms season then more late season hunting – all of which
give rise to a factor we cannot control – weather – a dynamic
significantly impacting wildlife movement, sometimes in our fa-
vor, but it can also disrupt the best laid plans of the shrewdest
hunter. 

The two adverse weather conditions I find most disruptive
to deer movement compromising the “perfect” stand or blind
placement are unseasonably high temperatures and high wind.
This story is about harvesting two mature bucks in two states in
awful weather conditions during the 2017 season. 

My strategy is no secret: I always have an alternate plan al-
lowing me to adapt to bad weather. It’s based on changing deer
travel patterns to meet their basic needs. For example, setting
up near ample water during an early season heat wave or putting
a stand in deep cover during high winds that do not stop the No-
vember rut but can limit deer movement. In 2017, my strategy
was put to the test under extremely bad weather conditions.   

My first hunt was in the south-central Kansas wheat belt
during early muzzleloader season. I’ve done it several times.
Baiting is legal here and bucks can be more easily patterned, of-
fering an opportunity to kill a giant. The climate, however, can
get very warm in late September and early October.  When I ar-
rived this past season during the last week of September, it was
101 degrees with no let-up in the 5-day forecast. The 35-to-40
mph winds only added insult to injury.

Outfitter and long-time friend, Dallas Pontious, and I en-
countered brutal heat during past seasons accounting for noc-
turnal buck movement, a disappointing hunt and eating a tag
sandwich.  In July, we discussed setting up blinds on the bank
on the Chikaskia River, a winding tributary of the Arkansas River.
Dallas maintained corn piles on the opposite bank in a few spots,
accounting for wind direction change and where the river was
shallow enough for ATV access. The strong southerly winds lim-
ited me to a spot where I could get an 80-yard shot across the
river. Trail cam photos revealed several Boone & Crockett class
bucks hitting the spot since August. 

With the intense heat, deer were mostly nocturnal, so at-
tempting to get into the blind for a morning hunt only spooked
what was there. The only viable option was to get into the blind
at 3 P.M., and wait for action that may start near dusk. On the
first sit, by 5 P.M. I counted more than 50 thirsty does in the
shallow river. This went on like clockwork for two more days. 

To break the monotony of spending my most of 5-day hunt
sitting in an air-conditioned house reading or watching TV, I’d

go out and practice an 80-yard shot at the range. 
On the evening hunt of day four it was 102 degrees with

wind gusting to 30-mph. I was drenched from sweat after the
¾ mile hike through knee-high soybeans to the blind on the
river. Weather conditions were terrible. By 5:45 P.M. I watched
about 20 does and several young bucks make their way into the
spot for some corn but mostly to hydrate. With about 10 minutes
of legal shooting light remaining, all heads simultaneously turn
up stream. Through the shaking trees and a small opening in
the blind, I see a big bodied buck with a formidable rack walking
down the middle of the river. He stops to drink, but there is no
shot through the waving trees and decreasing daylight.  Then a
doe runs up the opposite bank followed by several more. The
buck follows. He is now in my scope and stops in the corn.
Steady on the sticks, breathe and squeeze. He kicks up and runs
tail down into the cottonwoods as daylight disappears. 

Dallas gets there and we go down the steep river bank, in
the river and up the other bank on the ATV. There is a blood trail
where the deer ran into the woods and we find him less than 20
yards from the corn pile – a tall, mature 8-pointer with a 29-inch
spread. The strategy worked. 

My second buck of the 2017 season came on opening day
of the Indiana modern firearm season. It’s a tradition for me to
join another long-time friend, Bill Tidd, at his Switzerland County
farm. I arrived a few days before to bow hunt and get an idea
of how the deer were moving. The intense northerly wind was
so bad I avoided the usual hot spots and opted to sit the edge
of a commonly fool-proof food plot and harvest a doe. I never
drew my bow. 

The weather
forecast for opening
day was abysmal:
rain, turning into
heavy rain with winds
up to 40 mph from
the northeast. There
were tornado warn-
ings not far from our
location. We had
been in similar situa-
tions in past years
and set up a few
stands in ravines with
very thick cover – lim-
iting the wind, but
making for a tough
shot and a hard place to see, let alone recover a deer. We set
several trail cams in those bottoms and knew a few mature bucks
were down there. 

I chose a stand in a very thick brush bottom, hard to get in
and out and not make a ruckus, but the wind actually helped
with that problem. Any shot would be limited to 15 yards facing
forward and maybe 40-yards in back. I used a Marlin 1865 in
.45-70 Govt., now legal in Southern Indiana. After getting into
the stand in darkness, it was obvious this was going to be a haz-
ardous day to be in a tree. The wind was intense and the tree I
was in was shaking. Dawn brought on a light rain. I didn’t expect
to see much or withstand the elements for long, then a doe
skulked down the ridge like she was being chased. She disap-
peared into the thick briars. I heard another deer, but did not
see a buck in tow. 

Dead Ash trees were collapsing and being in a 20-foot stand
felt risky. I looked at my watch – 7:25 A.M., then turned to
glance behind. Through dense woods I saw a thick-necked,

Bad Weather
Bucks

By Alan Kirschenbaum

Kansas Muzzleloader Buck

Continued on page 11
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heavy-racked buck behind a tree 40 yards away. He was looking
toward where I last saw the doe and had no interest that I was
now corkscrewing into position for a shot. His vitals were ob-
structed by a tree. I leaned over for a better view and squeezed

off a shot. In disbelief,
the buck stood like a
statue. My bullet hit the
tree. While chambering
another round, I leaned
the other way and
managed to get off a
center-body shot. This
time he kicked up and
slowly ran into a ravine
of thick briars and
brush. 

Bad weather con-
tinued as I got down
from the stand and
walked to where the
buck stood. No blood. I

walked a few feet in the direction he ran and found fresh running
tracks leading to first blood. The rain picked up with gusting 40
mph winds collapsing more dead Ash trees. At least I could hear
them splitting before they crashed. I began following a marginal
blood trail though the dense cover and questioned if the buck
was only wounded. Tracking was a balancing act of moving at a
snail’s pace to not push what may be a wounded deer and a race
against heavy rain washing out the blood trail. 

After 2 ½ hours through thick briars and brush, at times on
hand and knees looking for a speck of blood on a leaf or limb,
losing the trail then finding it again, I found the buck, stiff as a
board, about 90 yards as the crow flies from where it all began.
He probably expired minutes after he was hit. Mortally wounded,
he ran into a thick bedding area to expire. Again, on an opening
day when many people, and deer, stayed in bed, my strategy
worked. 

The fact remains: bad weather conditions diminish deer
movement – sometimes the only opportunity we may have is a
very brief period of daylight when they may sense it’s safe to use
a travel route to food, water, cover or to breed. So, with a little
luck, if you are willing to withstand the elements, be it heat,
wind, getting drenched or cut to shreds from thick briars when
hunting a buck in his bedroom, a “Plan B” for bad weather con-
ditions is worth the effort. It doesn’t always work. In 2017, it
paid off for me. Old Indiana Warrior

Update On Parkwood Elementary School’s Archery Program
By Cathy Davis

Parkwood’s first year as part of the National Archery in the Schools Pro-
gram has been a big success. Our program had two methods of delivery. As
part of NASP, each Parkwood 5th grader had 3 days of archery instruction and
target practice during the school day’s content block. Archery was also offered
as an after-school activity for 4th and 5th grade students during the spring ses-
sion of the school’s enrichment club week. A total of four 5th grade classes,
along with 21 enrichment club students, learned the basics of archery and
had fun doing it. 

Three of our staff members worked together to provide services for the
students. Carol McGloshen and Haley Owens became certified archery instruc-

tors through the school’s NASP grant. Sabeena
Shelton was certified through the AWLS Leadership
Course with funding provided by your local chapter
of KYSCI. 

The Parkwood program started due to the gen-
erosity of KYSCI Safari Club members Jim Warren
and Tom Hebert. They arranged for our school to
borrow equipment for last spring’s enrichment club
and donated their time to teach the archery class
to those students. They gave us direction and
planted the idea in our minds of making archery a
more permanent part of our curriculum. Brandon
Winebrenner, principal, was hugely supportive, and
Parkwood became a NASP school. Because of Park-
wood’s involvement, Mr. Winebrenner has received
calls from other interested schools asking for infor-
mation.

As a sponsor of the program, I am deeply ap-
preciative of the Kentuckiana Chapter Safari Club
International for their support of archery for my
school. It’s been an exciting experience for our stu-
dents and one that they most likely would not have
had. The Parkwood instructors feel good about our
beginning year and are making plans to add more
archery time to the schedule for the following year.

To Join Or Find Other
Outdoor Friends Events Contact:

• Friends of NRA Events
Contact: John LaRowe at jlarowe@nrahq.org

• League of Kentucky Sportsmen Events
Contact: Bob Edwards at 
bedwardslouky@insightbb.com

• QDMA Events
Contact: Pete Blandford at pete_blandford@yahoo.com

• RMEF Events
Contact: Bill Carman at 859-489-1593 or 
Bcarman@rmef.org

• Quail Forever
Contact: Jack Dahl at j.dahljr@att.net

Continued from page 10

Bad Weather Bucks



Our KYSCI Chapter joined Kentucky-Indiana Paralyzed Veterans
supporters, River Ridge Long Beards and KIPVA (Kentucky-Indiana
Paralyzed Veteran Association) to sponsor a spectacular turkey hunt
for some of our country’s most cherished heroes, our veterans, with
a special thanks going out to Finley Farms and Ivan Gilman for the
use of their properties.  After a rough start logistically once all vets
were in their blinds, this
special April morning
turned into an amazing
day as everyone one saw
or heard turkeys.  

One of our veterans,
Damon Slaughter, who
has had more than his
share of health prob-
lems, had signed up for
this hunt 3 years in a row
but had been unable to
attend due to those
health problems. This
year, Damon finally made
it!  He commented that
this hunt was like a
dream come true: he was so excited when he and his guide called in
a big gobbler that came in strutting and gobbling all the way! Da-
mon’s weapon of choice was a muzzleloading shotgun, but as the
shot opportunity presented itself, he could not get the gun to fire. By
the time they determined that the hammer had not been cocked in

all the excitement, the bird was out of range; but, despite it all, Da-
mon had a great time as he had never seen a turkey gobble or strut
like that!  We are praying for his health to hold up for a chance at a
whitetail this fall!

Another veteran, Dale Lungsford, had also never turkey hunted
before. He and his guide had 2 gobblers come in strutting and gob-
bling from 300 yards
out.  Just before the
gobblers came into
range, the two birds
broke to a half strut,
ran up and attacked
Dale’s Jake decoy,
breaking the stake it
was on and startling
the gobblers!  Before
these two turkeys
knew what had hap-
pened, Dale’s shot
was on its way,
knocking down his
bird!  As his bird
flopped on the ground, the other gobbler started flogging and
scratching his eyes before they could get out the blind to recover
Dale’s bird.  Dale says these hunts have been some of the best times
he’s had in a long time. He commented that making new friends that
enjoy the same things has given him the drive to get out of the house
and do something. 

After hunts like these, Dale and Damon and many other vets like
them, will be in bed for a few days trying to rest and recover but they
agree the adventure was so worth the effort and they are hoping for
another chance to hunt again!  KYSCI says thank you to our Vets and
to our volunteers who made their hunt a memorable one!

KySCI Co-Sponsors
Paralyzed Veterans Turkey Hunt

By Jim Warren

Kysci chapter 
Picnic Dinner & Annual summer Meeting

Sunday, July 22, 2018

4:00 PM - Social Hour

5:00 PM -  Picnic Dinner

BBQ Pork, Fried Chicken & Fixins’ 
(Donations to Chapter Accepted)

6:30 PM Meeting

Talks By Chapter Members Featuring 
Lowell Stevens

“Himalayan Majesty” Hunting Blue Sheep 

Audubon Country Club

3265 Robin Road  •  Louisville, Ky 40213

For Reservations Call:
Sherry Maddox 502-235-0918  •  Larry Richards 502-727-7700

Damon Slaughter & 2 Guides

Dale Lungsford & His Turkey

CALENDAR OF 
UPCOMING EVENTS

July 14 & 15, 2018
• Youth, Apprentice & Family 2-Day Event
• Fern Creek Sportsman’s Club, Louisville, KY
• Register Online at 

www.kentuckianasci.org/apprenticeprogram   
• Contact: Alan Kirschenbaum 

kirschenbaumalan@yahoo.com 

July 22, 2018
• KYSCI Summer Picnic Dinner & Chapter Meeting
• Audubon Country Club, Louisville, KY
• BBQ Pulled Pork - Fried Chicken & Fixin’s!!
• For Reservations
• Contact: Sherry Maddox explorer111749@aol.com

502-235-0918
• Contact: Larry Richards LRichards@cobaltventures.com

502-727-7700

September 2018 - Chapter Dove Shoot
• Jefferson Proving Grounds, Madison, IN
• Contact: Mike Maddox mmaddox@me.com

January 9 – 12, 2019 SCI Annual Hunter’s Convention
• Reno, NV
• www.safariclub.org

January 26, 2019 – KYSCI Chapter Fundraising Banquet
• Audubon Country Club, Louisville, KY
• Contact:   Sherry Maddox explorer111749@aol.com

In The 
SpoTlIghT
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