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CONGRATULATIONS!
We just hosted the best
fundraiser event in my
recollection! The hard
work and months of
planning paid off with
great success! Your
Board put many long

hours and much midnight oil into bringing the best Live Auction

card ever!  With 14 different hunts on 5 continents, each vetted

in depth by Sam and Alice Monarch, there was definitely some-

thing for everyone, and the non–hunt card was every bit as at-

tractive as the hunt card side.  Rifles, photographic safaris,

Makers Mark Tour guided personally by Bill Samuels, Yudofsky

Cape, Waterford Crystal, Van Winkle Bourbon, Craig Paul Studio

Oil Painting and much, much more: everything was first rate and

generated lively bidding!  The Silent Auction hit new highs as

well with a wonderful full spectrum assortment of donated items

put together with a classy touch by Nancy and Lowell Stevens. 
Kathy Ohlmann did a splendid job of organizing the venue

(which was new for us this year) and being responsible for an

excellent menu and beautiful table settings.  All the early com-

ments have been high praise! I urge you to please send me your

thoughts so that we can improve on the event next year.
Speaking of next year, the planning has already begun! The

2017 Fundraiser is going to stay at the Audubon Country Club

and the date will be February 11th! Mark your calendar NOW. 
The financial result of this event enables us to step up our

youth event and (new this year) begin our exclusive sponsorship

of a ladies day at the “Annie Oakley Range Day”. We are also

looking to sponsor our first-ever student to the AWLS (outdoor

leadership training) program in Jackson Hole in June, to be fol-

lowed by sponsorship of a middle school teacher in July. The

struggle for the “hearts and minds” of today’s generation of

young adults begins with trained leaders and we are in the fight

to win. Thanks to the generosity of our Fundraiser participants,

we will have more opportunities to reach out where and when

we can to project our positive message into the arena. 
Our “Military Appreciation Hunt” at Clover Creek Hunting

Farms in Breckinridge County went off smoothly on March 5th

with 12 very appreciative soldiers getting the opportunity to hunt
birds and enjoy the outdoors. Congratulations to Mike Maddox
for ramrodding this annual event to a successful conclusion. We
made some very deserving folks really happy! 

We are in the planning stages of our annual “2-Day Youth &
Apprentice Hunter Education Weekend” event right now. Re-
member this is our signature event!  We host a great number of
young want-to-be hunters and some of their parents and grand-
parents as well.  We expose them to our unique outdoor curricu-
lum where they participate in hands-on archery, shotgun, rifle,
muzzleloader and many more events where they may earn their
Hunter Safety “Orange” Cards.  We need mass-member help to
put on the quality event that we do, so please consider coming
out and getting involved!  You will have a good time! We have a
growing cadre of program graduates who return each year to
help mentor the new ones and we take their mentorship as a
sign of our success. 

We will again be sponsoring our Annual “SCI Day in the
Country Picnic & Chapter Meeting” at Sam and Alice’s farm on
July 16th, so make plans now to attend and bring a friend. We
also intend to have the annual “Top Gun Championships” this
summer, and the “Chapter Dove Shoot” is again set for the first
Saturday of season in September, which will have to be a real
barnburner to beat last year’s event!

Remember, the reason we work so hard to put together such
great events is to enable and empower today’s youth to take part
in and enjoy that which we have enjoyed all our lives. It takes
effort and dedication to get this job done, and this chapter has
shown we have the moxie to “git ‘er done”! If you can take an
extra youngster along with you on your outdoor travels, please
do.  So many of our young people want to participate but either
don’t have the opportunity or a parent who has the free time to
show them the great outdoors. I’m fortunate to be off to South
Africa for 10 Days with Mallory in June. Looks like college is
around the corner for her and this may be my last chance to get
to spend a whole week in her company without cell service! 

Again, my deepest thanks to our entire membership for
showing up and digging deep to help support our programs. We
are the light that keeps the anti’s at bay.  

Your Proud President!

President’s Message
By Larry Richards, Chapter President

E-mail:  Lw577nitro@twc.com  Phone: 502-727-7700

OfficerS & 
BOard Of directOrS

Officers
President - Larry Richards - lw577nitro@twc.com

Vice President - Jim Warren - jimandmjw@aol.com

Treasurer - Sherry Maddox - explorer111749@aol.com

Secretary - Bill Hook - DHOOK@mainstreetwealth.net

Senior Advisor - Mike Ohlmann  - mctxdy@gmail.com

Board of Directors

Peter Cameron - pcameron@digicove.com

Bob Edwards - bedwardslouky@insightbb.com

Mike Graham - michael_l_graham@me.com

Tom Hebert - Tom@REALTORS.win.net

Mike Maddox - explorer111749@aol.com

Sam Monarch - smonarch@bbtel.com

Stuart Ray - stuart@tpcna.com

Lowell Stevens - lowellstevens@me.com

Photo by John Hast, KDFWR Biologist – Following the Revolutionary War, a tidal wave of settlers
flooded the frontier west of the Appalachian Mountains.  By the mid-1800’s, Bison, Whitetail Deer,
Eastern Wild Turkey and Black Bear were extinct or virtually extinct in Kentucky.  Thanks to the
KDFWR and the hunters who fund the Department, these animals have been restored, at least
in part, to their original habitat.  The cover photo evidences the success of the Black Bear restora-
tion efforts by the KDFWR in Kentucky.  Read “The Matriarch of Choctaw Gap” in this issue.

About 
The Cover



3

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR
DONORS & SPONSORS

Without Your Support, There Would Be No KYSCI!

Madubula Safaris 
John and Lauri Abraham

Kevco Construction 
Louisville, KY

Int Adv Unlimited
Michael & Danielle Grosse

Graham Sales Safaris 
Graham Sales

Clique Waxing Boutique
Louisville, KY 

Lotus Gunworks 
Derek Turner

Gailor Veterinary Hospital
Rusty Gailor, DVM 

Noem’s Wildlife Artistry 
Dave and Crystal Noem

Stuart Ray, President 
The Peregrine Company

Mike & Sherry Maddox 

Tom Monarch

Boyt Harness

Bill Hook

Alyson Stamper

Peter Cameron

Global Rescue 

Clover Creek Hunting Farm 
Jeff Tate, Hardinsburg, KY

Open Range
Crestwood, KY 

Zulu Nyala Group 
Trevor Shaw

Dick’s Sporting Goods 
Louisville, KY

Maker’s Mark 
Bill Samuels

Craig Paul Studios 
Craig Paul

Blades Contemporary 
Hair Designs 

Auction Solutions,LLC
Elizabeth Monarch

FireKing 
Gary Weisman

Tom Hebert 

The High Lonesome Ranch

Mike & Torie Graham

Clay Monarch 

Lowell & Nancy Stevens

Mike and Aline Abell

UPS

Briarwood Sporting Club 
Chris Daniels

Namibia Safari Corporation 
Jaco Van Der Merwe

Spanish Mountain Hunts 
Gonzalo Colomina

Lucas Brothers Hardware 
Jane & Frankie Osbourne

J&C Printing 
Paul & Pam Noble

Elmore’s Floor Covering 
Charlie Elmore

Elite Design Photography 
Steven Driver

KapRiver Outfitters 
Peter Martin

NWTF, River Ridge 
Longbeards 

Larry Richards

Sherry Steele, Artist

Sam & Alice Monarch

Alan Kirschenbaum

Mike & Kathy Ohlmann

Katie & Ed Monarch

CORPORATE TABLES 
•  Mr. Stuart Ray, The Peregrine Company   •    Larry Richards    •   Thornton Oil  •

Kentuckiana SCI Says, “Thank You for Helping Make

Our 2016 Fundraiser a Huge Success!” 

Clarence Valley Trophy Hunting 
Shirley and Steve Millard

Afrihunt Safaris Namibia 
Justus Brits

Southern Lodges 
Santiago Lloveras

The Bakers Rack 
Ann Baker Leazenby

Keeton Custom Knives 
Bill Keeton

Laura Bailey-
Inspire Total Fitness 

River City Bank 
Charles Monarch

Ace’s Gun & Sporting Goods 
Noel & Monty Quinn

Wilderness Mint 
wildernessmint.com

Jim Warren

Cabela’s

Bob Edwards

WestStar Aviation 

Ivan & Ann Schell 

Mossy Oak

A Very Special Welcome to 

Our New Chapter Members!

Friends Working Together 

to Protect the Right

& Opportunity to 

Hunt for Future Generations

Mitch Barnes - Louisville, KY

Mitchell Barnes - Louisville, KY

Steward Crooke - Henderson, KY

Rachel Crume - Louisville, KY

Garreth Floyd - Taylorsville, KY

Travis Hall - Louisville, KY

Sid Hebert - Louisville, KY

James Hillebrand - Goshen, KY

Berry Hines - Louisville, KY

Cheri Miller - Memphis, IN

Shannon Morton - Cloverport, KY

C.B. Oliver - Munfordville, KY

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, 

July 16, 2016

KeNtUcKiaNa Sci

“daY iN tHe cOUNtrY”
Sam Monarch Farm

Breckinridge County, KY
Archery  •  Rifle Marksmanship  •  Fishing

Yard Games  •  Hiking Trails  •  RTV Trails

Tree Stand & Turkey Calling

Barbecue Picnic Dinner
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As I searched the pocket of my fleece jacket for a flash-
light, I wondered if we had finally zeroed in on our target.
Holding the headlamp down low, I struggled to focus its dif-
fused light into the bucket sized hole in the void between a
round boulder and a car hood sized rock slab. The darkness
of the hole did not yield any definitive results, yet the beep
of the telemetry receiver argued otherwise. Mossy spots on
the rock slab were used to quietly creep up to another small
opening. As I removed a handful of leaves and directed the
light into the hole, I was greeted with the quiet suckling
sound that only a black bear cub makes. Sweeping the head-
lamp around, I was able to make out the writing on a small,
white tag attached to the ear of a hibernating black bear; it
read F001.

Quietly retreating to another patch of rock 30 yards in
the distance, backpacks of gear were quickly unloaded and
organized. As this was a training mission, two other biologists
involved with the Kentucky bear program were tasked with
immobilizing the female bear.  They prepped the tranquilizer

dart and pistol
and within ten
minutes gave
me the all
clear: F001
was fully tran-
quilized.  As I
walked to-
ward the den,
I shed my
outer jacket
to facilitate

getting my size 38 waist through the opening.  Wiggling
against the mossy rocks, I was greeted by the familiar, earthy
smell of a bear’s winter home followed by a look into the face
of a bear I have come to know over the years.

As with eastern elk, white tailed deer, turkeys, and river
otters, black bears were extirpated from the state of Ken-
tucky late in the 1800’s. Prized for their fur, and with meat
that would provide many hearty meals, the likes of Daniel
Boone and other settlers trying to carve out a home in Ken-
tucky utilized the black bear for survival. Unregulated hunt-
ing, along with habitat modification decimated most all large
game animals across the eastern United States and catalyzed
the creation of the modern discipline of wildlife management.
In the mid 1900’s, bear populations were confined to areas
in the east that had provided refuge in the form of areas that
were too rough for humans to over hunt or modify the habi-
tat. Remote areas like the Great Smoky Mountains, Blue
Ridge Mountains, and the Great Dismal Swamp all provided
refuge in which black bears subsisted through this period of
heavy persecution. As forests regenerated across Appalachia,
bear numbers began to overflow their refugia and recolonize
portions of their historic range. Although there were spotty
reports though the 1980’s, black bears finally got a strong-
hold in Kentucky in the early 2000’s.  

August 7th, 2002 marks a historic day in the history of the Ken-
tucky black bear.  As Kentucky Fish and Wildlife and University of
Kentucky researchers headed to a bear trapping site at Choctaw Gap
on Pine Mountain in far-southeast Kentucky, they got their first look
at a small, female bear that would later receive the first set of white
ear tags, numbered F001. This bear, only 3 years old and less that
125 pounds, would claim her spot as the first female bear tagged
and radio collared in the infancy of what would become a 15-year
research project on the ecology of the Kentucky black bear.  Between
August 2002 and February 2016, F001 has been handled 11 times
by Fish and Wildlife or University researchers. My first encounter
with her occurred high on Pine Mountain in a cliff lined gorge
shrouded in sturdy Hemlock trees. I was a new master’s student
with the University of Kentucky bear project and had not yet suc-
cessfully pulled off immobilizing a denned bear. She had chosen to
den under an elevated rock outcrop with a strategic view of anything
or anyone who might want to approach from below.  By chance, my
tranquilizer dart had threaded itself through a maze of Hemlock
branches and
mountain laurel
to find its mark
in the rear quar-
ter of F001.

Black bears
rear cubs every
other year and
then those cubs,
now yearlings,
den with their
mother the sec-
ond year prior to
dispersing that
spring.  F001
had 2 cubs in
2008 followed by
4 cubs in 2010.

Habitat Improvement Checklist
By KDFWR

April-May

___ Begin preparation of dove fields

___ Plant tree & shrub seedlings

___ Spray herbicide to eradicate fescue

___ Conduct timber stand improvement 

& Create brush piles

___ Establish wildlife mineral licks

May-June

___ Plant annual grain food plots/dove fields 

(Do not plant in same location as last year)

___ Sow warm season grasses & wildflowers

___ Hinge-cut cedar trees for living brush piles

To speak to a KDFWR Wildlife Biologist call 1-800-858-1549

The Matriarch Of 
Choctaw Gap”

By John Hast, KDFWR
Bear/Furbearer/Wild Pig Program Coordinator
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Between these two years, my partner on the bear project and I
had observed her passing though Kingdom Come State Park one
July night, and decided to take this opportunity to capture her
and install a new GPS tracking collar. This collar gave us new in-
sight into where this bear called home and how she went about
moving through the mountain terrain. It also let us know that,
on occasion, she enjoyed seeing what was available in the fast
food restaurant dumpsters just off the mountain in the town of
Cumberland, Kentucky. Although seldom seen, her GPS collar be-
trayed her stealth and allowed us to illustrate her forays into
town. The GPS collar also showed us that she chose to den in
one particular hollow on the southern face of Pine Mountain;
having 3 cubs each in 2012 and 2014.

Now fully immersed in the warm rock den, I readjusted my
headlamp and searched for the litter of cubs I had heard suckling
just 15 minutes earlier. A search with my hands produced three
cubs which I handed out to a biologist waiting at the den en-
trance. Prior to backing out, I checked F001’s breathing, heart
rate, and looked for any signs of injury that she may have sus-

tained in the previous
two years. Outside the
den, we quickly gave
each cub a microchip
similar to the one your
dog might receive at the
vet.  Looking back at the
past data for F001, we
were holding the 13th,
14th, and 15th cub this
17-year-old Kentucky
bear had produced since
2008!  F001 and about
100 other Kentucky
black bears have been
trapped, darted, tagged,
and collared so that we
can look through a win-

dow into their world and insure the future of Kentucky black
bears through science-based management.   

When not with their mother, bear cubs prefer to be kept to-
gether and quickly take to the warmth of a human. These cubs
were removed from the den to receive a microchip before being
placed back with female bear F001. The author was gladly willing
to “keep the cubs warm” while another biologist swapped out
radio collars on the mother bear.

Three bear cubs peeked out of the den while the mother
bear was immobilized. The blue eyes of the cubs will later change
to a dark brown as they grow.

As researchers waited for F001 to burn off the tranquilizer
drug, one brave cub peeked out.  Researchers waited at the den
site after finishing their work to make sure the mother bear
awakened and the cubs stayed in the den. The white box just
under F001’s neck is her new GPS radio collar that gave us three
years of location data.       

Hickory Chicks

Salted Water

Egg “Bath” 

Seasoned Flour 

Cornmeal

Shortening

Fried 
Hickory
Chickens
By Joyce Cook

Ahh, Spring! If you are among the lucky few to find Morel Mush-

rooms (aka Hickory Chicks) in the woods during the month of April,

good for you! I’m not usually all that lucky, but I love them! Here is

the way I prepare them. First, you have to find them!!  Wash the

mushrooms thoroughly, then slice in half and soak them in salted

water for a few hours.  Rinse several times. Dredge in egg bath,

then in seasoned flour, then in cornmeal. Fry until browned; drain on

a paper towel!  Enjoy! YUM! YUM! YUM!  (Do not substitute other

types of wild mushrooms!)

Kentuckiana Hunter
Publication Wins Again!

By Sherry Maddox, SCI Vice President

At the 2016 SCI Hunters
Convention in Las Vegas, I
had the honor of presenting
the SCI Publications Awards.
Our Kentuckiana Hunter
was selected as the outstand-
ing newsletter publication in
Category I, 12 Pages or Less,
and I was excited to present
the award to Chapter Editor
Sam Monarch. This is the 7th
consecutive year our chapter
has received this award and
the 11th year overall. Utilizing consistent criteria, the Publica-
tions Award Committee reviews and scores each publication
submitted for consideration.  

Kentuckiana Hunter consistently meets and exceeds
the criteria, due to the many authors who contribute to our
publications, but even more so, to the time spent by our edi-
tors to assure it is the best of the best.

In reading this edition, as well as past editions, one must
recognize the vast number of topics that are found within
each. The Kentuckiana Hunter highlights chapter projects
and programs, humanitarian services, education, conservation,
hunt reports, legal updates, favorite recipes and upcoming cal-
endar of events, to name a few.  

The cover of each edition and the pictures within, bring
the articles to life.  Editors Sam and Alice Monarch spend
hours putting each newsletter together, assist with editing ar-
ticles, and succeed in not only meeting but also exceeding all
criteria SCI is looking for in a chapter publication. I would also
like to recognize Pam Noble of J&C Printing for the great job
she does formatting, printing, and mailing our newsletters to
our members.  

Congratulations to the Chapter, all the authors who con-
tributed, and to Sam, Alice, and Pam for continuing to produce
this award winning newsletter.

Graduation Is Coming Up Soon!
Give a gift that gives back!

www.kentuckianasci.org

www.sci.org   •   www.nra.org

Give your graduate 

KYSCI, SCI, 

& NRA Memberships!
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The planning for our 21st Annual SCI Chapter Fundraiser got under-

way in early April of 2015. The culmination eleven months later was ab-

solutely spectacular! Every board member had a part to play and played

it like the seasoned professional he/she is! We made the decision to

change the venue while we were packing up to leave after the 2015 event.

We had been there too long. A number of venues were discussed during

that first April meeting and we elected to approach The Audubon Country

Club with our plans for the event. 

They were outstanding in accommodating our every need and the

entire staff was on hand February 20th for the event.  Every request was

filled swiftly and to our liking!  Staff and many volunteers alike were on

hand Friday evening for the set up of the dining room and bar and re-

turned at 9 A.M. on Saturday to spend the entire day putting the event in

place.  We went against conventional wisdom and set the Silent Auction

apart from the dining area with our vendors and service bar. From all the

gracious comments afterward, it appears that the plan was a stroke of

luck!  Everyone had a chance to visit with all the people who donated and

supported us while keeping a watchful eye on their “special“ Silent Auction

items and enjoying great conversations and storytelling with other mem-

bers. All had a great time and our Silent Auction has never been better

received and sold. Thank you to everyone who bid on a Silent Auction

item: it was certainly worth all the painstaking labor Nancy and Lowell

Stevens put into it. 

Dinner was served shortly after 7:00 P.M. with the attendant

speeches, remarks and wind-baggery. We named Sam and Alice Monarch

as “Chapter Members (each in his/her own right) of the Year”. They

worked tirelessly putting the Live Auction card together. Untold hours went

into vetting and identifying every item on the card.  Each year, they gra-

ciously provide their farm for our “Day in the Country Chapter Picnic”

event and Alice took most every picture printed in this publication. Not

even mentioning that their stewardship of our publication, the Kentuckiana

Hunter, has won “Chapter Newsletter of the Year” (for chapters of our

FORMER size) for too many years to count now! 

We had the best Live Auction slate we have seen in a good many

years in this author’s opinion. Truly, Elizabeth Monarch, owner of Auction

Solutions & CEO of Keller Williams Real Estate, and her team auctioned

an international scope of hunt and non-hunt items. These wonderful auc-

tioneers give of their time and expertise every year, pro bono, (for free!)

and we simply cannot thank them enough! I wish we could. They even

helped Sam organize the list in the best possible manner to sell and, boy,

are they good at their business! 

All that being said, we enjoyed our best Live Auction in recent history!

Spirited bidding started with the Pappy Van Winkle and went through the

entire evening. Various Safaris, Stag Hunts on 3 continents, Mule Deer

and Elk Hunts, Wing Shooting and Photographic Safaris really showed our

members‘ willingness to help finance our many youth and humanitarian

programs and everything else we do as a Chapter. 

We also awarded a well-deserved “Top Gun Award” to Mike Maddox

for winning the Chapter Sporting Clays Shoot last fall. I hope we will give

Mike a lot more competition next year!

I SALUTE each and everyone who attended our banquet. I especially

would like to thank our 11 NEW chapter members who signed up that

night to join us in our cause!  Welcome!

Please take a moment when next you see any of our Board members

(all are listed in this newsletter) and give them a thank you and pass along

any recommendations you may have for making next year’s event even

better. We will be back at The Audubon on February 11th, 2017 for an-

other shot at making our dreams come true! 

21st Annual 
KYSCI Fundraiser

By Larry Richards, Chapter President
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Dropped off on a narrow strip of gray, sandy beach along the
Bering River Delta in South Central Alaska, crashing waves and
cranking props muffle a “Good Luck” from our pilot as I watched
the Piper Cubs take flight with no more than 50 yards of sand
and rock runway. Eventually, both planes evaporated into the dark
clouds and vast snow-peaked mountains near the Bering Glacier. 

Now on the beach with my guide, Aaron, more commonly
know as Bucko, a brawny Aleut-Kodiak native, we proceeded to
carry numerous watertight bags containing tents, gear and rations
over a steep
dune above the
beachhead to
make our way to
what would be-
come our camp-
site among the
gnarly Sitka
Spruce that were seedlings long before I was born. 

Unlike too many guides of hunts past, Bucko did not bark out
orders. His demeanor was more that of a Shaman than a rough
n’ tumble Alaskan guide. Outfitter Sam Fejes told me earlier he
was pairing me up with a bear whisperer. “I think you two will
work well together. Listen to him; be patient. He kills a lot of
bears,” Sam advised. 

Bucko’s only initial statement was to have my .375 Holland
and Holland at my side with the magazine full at all times. “Bears
have a way of just showing up where they do,” he cautioned. 

With our sleeping quarters set, Bucko set up another tent for
cooking and eating. Our rations consisted primarily of Mountain
House freeze dried fare and a few perishable treats sent from the
kitchen back at the lodge. He and I, both coffee snobs, com-
plained about the Folgers “Special Blend.” All meals were cooked
on a bottled gas camp stove. Dinner and the Alaskan coastal rain
commenced simultaneously, but failed to intrude as we ate,
smoked cigars, shared our ideas about hunting, my expectations
of this hunt, and politics: all leading to what became our favorite
topic, criticizing Barack Obama to our hearts’ content.

Mild rain turned into a storm as we settled into our sleeping
bags, found our sweet spots or balance and hunkered down till
morning. As it was mid-May, the midnight sky was still pretty
bright despite the weather. Our tent kept us dry, and before we
dozed off, one of Bucko’s next instructions was, “Don’t get wet if
you can help it.” I had come prepared. Darkness set in for two
hours and by 4 A.M., dawn had arrived.

This 10-Day hunt included two tags: one for a Black Bear
and one for a Brown. Taking a Black would be incidental: only if
a big mature bear presented himself and only if taking him would
not bugger a good spot if we were also seeing Mr. Brown.
Smelling up an area would destroy any chance as bears can smell
a mile away, which is their primary survival tool.

The next morning I began, what is in no uncertain terms,
the most physically and emotionally challenging expedition I’d
taken to date. You simply cannot let your guard down in the
Alaskan wilderness. If things mess up here, it’s on steroids. You
must always carry a weapon and sleep with one at your side. It’s

simple; you are not at the top of the food chain. You simply don’t
want things to mess up from your gear to your body functions.  

The terrain was unforgiving. On a given hike to a vantage
point, we took on dense rainforest, climbing over fallen timber
and busting through what would seem to be impenetrable shrub-
bery only next to be knee deep in swamp!  Oh, and, “You see
that mountain,” Bucko repeated, “We are going to climb up it to
get to a vantage point of the valley below.” Each day was a work-
out beyond what any personal trainer could have in store. This
hunt tested my stamina and my patience way beyond my limits. 

We did not see a bear for the first 3 days of humping through
the previously described muck for as many as 10 miles a day,
then glassing and more glassing. My mind started playing games
with me: I was on one very expensive camping trip with a lot of
time to think about a lot of things, all akin to an Outward Bound
Expedition.  It was not a complete waste of time as self-discovery
is also a passion of mine, but I was there to kill a big bear. 

Fejes, a renowned Piper Cub pilot in Alaska, flew over his
hunters daily to check their status. After 3 days, he planned to
move us if we had not seen a shooter bear; so then, it would be
pack up camp and load the plane, and if we were lucky, a flight
back to his small, cozy and immaculate Tsiu River Lodge, a hot
shower, a warm meal and back out with no time to waste for in
Alaska we could not hunt on a day we were airborne. 

When Fejes arrived to pick us out of the first camp, Sam’s
first question to Bucko was, “Is he a walker?” 

When Bucko replied, “Yes,” I knew I was headed for a more
difficult outpost. 

On the second leg of the hunt, we set up camp in the midst
of tall spruces in another part of the valley funneling to the Bering
River Delta, a known travel route for Browns and home to many
Blacks. Bucko climbed to the top of a spruce and I moved to
higher ground and looked into the distance for bears. We started
to spot moose, wolves and a few Blacks, mostly too small; but,
when Bucko climbed down the tree in silence, it meant one thing:
gear up and move as fast as we could. Brown Bears do not stop
when they are looking for sows and it was that time of year.

On the second day, we twice crossed a wide-open field of
ankle-deep, spongy tundra moss that really wore me down, all in
anticipation of intercepting the bear at a given point.   On both
stalks, the wind shifted, and we were busted.  Stalk over.  On an-
other stalk, the bear simply out paced us. On another, the bear
was too young. Bucko called bears tractors with fur, “They go
where they want to go and as fast as they choose. Everything
gets out of their way and there is no set pattern,” he remarked,
“You just have to follow them until they beat you or you get the
advantage.” Even though we were seeing bears, we were getting
beat and I was feeling defeated. Bucko was doing a great job,
but either the wind did not cooperate or the bears were just bet-
ter than us: that’s hunting. 

On top of these facts, with the adrenalin gone, I had to over-
come the physical challenge of making it back to camp or to a
vantage point only to start over again: glass, glass and glass some
more.  Hydration was essential and I was easily burning 2,500
calories a day.  Frankly, at times it felt so exhausting I wondered
if I could hold up for 10 days of this level of rigor and test in pa-
tience. With each spotting came a decision to pass or pursue, all
on foot.  I realized I could not train in a gym to prepare for this
level of physical endurance but I knew I must have the foundation
or I would not make it. By the fourth day, I found my stride.

As Day-5 of the 10-Day hunt arrived, I started getting anx-
ious and wondered if I were going to get a bear? The morning
produced nothing. Bucko decided to head to another vantage
point in the valley about 4 miles away from camp; that was after
lunch and a snooze. Again, the grueling trek through tundra,
swamp, rainforest, timber and fast running river as Bucko lead

Grin And Bear It… Again
A Wilderness Experience 

in Alaska
By Alan Kirschenbaum

Beach
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me to a tree line where he climbed to the apex of a giant spruce.
I was on the ground. We saw bears on the mountain: a few fast-
moving mediocre Browns and Blacks were grazing on fresh grass.
It was about 10:30 P.M. with light that seemed as if it were 4 P.M.
in my home state Kentucky. Bucko descended silently from the
tree. “I see a nice bear about 2 miles away in the swamp. I think
it’s a big Black. It’s time we knock something down,” he said being
sensitive to my inner frustration. The stalk was on. 

With the wind in our faces, we were both knee high in water
but waders and muck boots prevailed. We saw the bear. Long but
thin, a big mature black boar that had yet to put on a lot of weight
since coming out of hibernation. “Too busy breeding sows,” Bucko
stated.  The boar had no clue we are approaching. We strategized
our approach through deep creeks cut by beavers that con-
structed a breathtaking 250-foot architectural marvel of a dam.
No time for photos. The wind remained perfect, daylight was wan-
ing and the bear was grazing. 

At 75 yards, the sticks came out. I set up with a knee sinking
into the soft swamp, set-
tling the cross hairs on
his shoulder. ”Kill him,”
Bucko directed. One shot
to the shoulder floored
the bruin. I knew he was
dead. “Reload, fast!”
Bucko barked as the
bruin got up. I shot and
connected again as he
hobbled into the swamp. 

Looking for an in-
jured bear in a thick swamp, Black or Brown, is dangerous busi-
ness. Bucko cycled his .416 Remington. I had one in the chamber.
We found a large blood trail, and with each bloody shrub located,
trepidation reigned. Bucko lead. He waved. The bear lay dead in
a creek 20 yards away. 

Alaska law is such that Black Bear meat must be packed out.
We both got soaked as we skinned the trophy, quartered it, took
the loins and left the rest for the eagles, wolves and bears. Then
we shared the burden of carrying the load a torturous 4 miles
back to camp under the bright midnight sky. 

We reached camp at 2 A.M., both exhausted as we washed,
hydrated, ate a little, and spread out the magnificent longhaired
bearskin across a limb to dry.  Soon, we hit the sack. 

The next morning we awoke to the sound of a plane (not
ours) dropping off resident hunters on the other side of the valley.
Our only option left to hunt this valley was finished. Sam moved
us out that evening. I was so filthy and was looking forward to a
pit stop at the lodge, but no such luck. With only 2 days left on
the hunt, we went directly to Kayak Island, south of the river’s

mouth and the Bering Glacier. The same drill: unload the planes,
good luck guys, and we were left to climb, with all our gear, a
900-foot hill overlooking the beach. The good news: there were
massive Brown Bear tracks all over the beach. 

With camp now set up, dusk was approaching but there was
still time to glass the beach. Taking in the spectacular view and
combing the beach with binoculars, Bucko opined, “There’s a
Brown Bear – a good one!” We watched it emerge from the tree
line and follow a dune leading it directly in front of us. It was the
biggest bear we had seen and he was a respectable bear. It sat
and gorged on fresh grass then dug a hole and went to sleep. 

Bucko declared a mode of silence. We ate dinner and set our
phone alarms for 4 A.M., sunrise. Legally, I was not eligible to
hunt till 3 A.M. Lying in my sleeping bag, I heard the bear as he
rustled through the giant driftwood timber, and I fantasized that
he was making his way to another spot. I was into deep dreams
when Bucko woke me and exclaimed, “Get up and get your gun.
The bear is right here.” I began to put my boots and waders on
and Bucko came back into the tent and commanded, “No, he’s
right below us, just get your gun.” 

In my long underwear, I crawled out of the tent with my rifle
and saw Bucko with his pack and his sticks set up at a clearing 5
yards from the tent. “Pack or sticks?” he questioned. I chose the
pack in a prone position. The bear was sleeping about 200 yards
below us. “Shoot
him in the shoulder
and when he gets
up shoot him again
and fast,” Bucko
whispered. I fol-
lowed instructions
and precisely
placed two shots in
the 9-foot beast.
In a failing last at-
tempt to get up, Bucko gave him a dose of his .416 and the im-
pact could be heard up the ridge. Then he said, “Now we can
relax, have coffee and breakfast before we go down to the beach
and skin him.” 

For anyone interested in this hunt, I highly recommend Sam
Fejes Guide Service. This is a top-notch and proven operation for
more than two decades. His guides have been with him for years.
This was Bucko’s 15th season. The more physically fit you arrive
will increase your chances of getting a bear. Be ready to exert
yourself, be ready to get filthy and not look at yourself in a mirror
for days. Get practiced with your rifle (nothing less than a .375
magnum) and be able to get a grip on your psyche if you don’t
see anything for days: trust me, at the start of Day-5, I never
thought I’d be paying for one bear rug, let alone two. 

Alan’s
Brown Bear

Alan’s Black Bear
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May 19-22, 2016

• NRA Convention

• Location:  Kentucky Exposition Center, Louisville, KY

• Contact:  www.nra.org 

June 18, 2016

• Annie Oakley Range Day (Ladies Learn to Shoot Day)

• Location: Fern Creek Sportsman’s Club

• Contact: Rachael Crume at Annieoakletday@yahoo.com 

July 16, 2016

• Member & Guest  “Kentuckiana SCI Day in the Country Picnic”

• Location: Sam Monarch Farm, Hardinsburg, KY

• Contact: Sam & Alice at  270-756-5748 or smonarch@bbtel.com 

In the Planning Stages

• Kentuckiana SCI Youth & Apprentice Hunter Education Weekend

• Date & Location to Be Announced

• Contact: Visit the website for updates: www.kentuckianasci.org   

• Kentuckiana SCI “Top Gun Championships”

• Location: Indian Creek Gun Club, Georgetown, IN

• Date: To Be Announced

• Contact: Visit the website for updates: www.kentuckianasci.org   

September 3, 2016

• Kentuckiana SCI Member & Youth Dove Hunt

• Location:  To Be Announced

• Contact: Visit the website for updates: www.kentuckianasci.org   

Renew Your KYSCI, SCI & NRA Memberships Today!  
•  www.kentuckianasci.org  •  www.scifirstforhunters.org  •  www.nra.org   •
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“LEGAL BRIEFS”
By Ivan Schell, Esquire

GUN CONTROL
On January 6, 2016, President Obama rolled out his executive action Gun Control program which contains important

new restrictions.  Among those restrictions that directly impact gun acquisition by the public are the following:

1. Mental health information from the Social Security Administration, relating for example to mental disabilities, must

now be forwarded to the FBI for inclusion with NICBC system. 

2. States are now protected from claims of violating HIPAA privacy rules if the information about people with mental

illness is sent to the NICBC data bank.

3. The BATFE was directed to mandate that all sellers of guns at gun shows or over the internet obtain a federal

firearms license (FFL) and conduct back ground checks regardless of how frequently or how many sales they make.

In short, casual hobby sellers of their firearms at gun shows must now hold an FFL.  (Interestingly, Bureau of Justice

statistics show that only 7 tenths of 1% of criminals [7 out of 1,000] bought their guns at gun shows in 2002.  A

1999 BATFE report shows that 93% of all guns [930 out of 1000] used in crimes were obtained illegally.  All guns

used at Columbine and San Bernardino were illegally provided to the shooters by straw purchasers.)

4. The BATFE was directed to finalize its rules making grantors and trustees of firearms trusts for class III weapons

created and operated after July 5, 2016, comply with the same rules as individuals for purchase and ownership of

class III items such as suppressors or fully automatic weapons.  This includes fingerprinting, and photo of grantors

and trustees, and notice to the chief local law enforcement officer.  Until July 5, those who desire to own these items

can create National Firearms gun trusts to avoid these requirements.  Applications pending for approval of a trust

as of the effective date of this final rule will be grandfathered.  In addition, gun trusts which do not beat the deadline

can still allow for beneficiaries of the trust to possess class III items owned by the trust, which definitely still makes

such trusts worth pursuing.

5. Having suppressors for home defense weapons is highly desirable to protect the hearing of the homeowner and

other members of the household.  Without hearing protection like earplugs or suppressors, serious damage can oc-

cur when a handgun, rifle, or shotgun is discharged in the enclosed space of a home.

6. A few additional facts support the case of firearms as house defense tools:

• 60% of convicted felons surveyed stated that they avoided committing crimes when they knew the intended

victim would be armed. 

• 59% of burglaries in Britain occur at homes that are then occupied by the owner/renter.  By contrast only 13% of 

burglaries in the US are committed against occupied homes.  This correlates with high gun ownership by civilians 

in the US versus ownership in Britain.

• Also, as far as machine guns go, several law enforcement studies show that fewer than 1% of all gun homicides

are committed with machine guns.

NEW REGULATIONS
KENTUCKY 

1. The youth firearms deer season has been opened in Knobs State Forest and WMA (Nelson County) pursuant to

statewide regulations.

2. Hunters drawn for deer quota hunts can have helpers registered to assist with the removal of harvested animals.

3. Small game can now be harvested with any rimfire caliber handgun or a .410 gauge handgun.

INdIANA

1. Urban deer zones have been renamed as deer reduction zones.  In addition to archery equipment, firearms may

now be used in such zones, where legal to discharge a firearm, from the first Saturday after November 11 thru Jan-

uary 31 of the following year.

2. Dogs may not be used to chase wild hogs except by state and federal wildlife management agencies.  

3. The proposed rule changes to allow the use of modern rifles of .243 caliber and above for deer hunting are still not

approved.
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SCI LITIGATION

1. Zimbabwe Elephant importation ban: SCI v. Jewell.  SCI filed its brief February 18, 2016 in an attempt to prevent

the Court from dismissing SCI’s challenge to the ban on importing sport hunted elephant trophies from Zimbabwe.

The motion is still pending.  

2. California Mountain Lion Importation Ban.  The dismissal of SCI’s challenge to the ban which SCI made under the

US Constitution, Commerce and Equal Protection clauses is now on appeal to the 9th Circuit.

3. Wyoming Wolf Delisting (HSUS v. USFWS).  The DC District Court’s reinstatement of Wyoming wolves to the endan-

gered species list is on appeal to the DC Circuit.

4. Texas Three Antelope Cases. After Congress directed in 2015 USFWS to reinstate exemptions from the endangered

species act to ranchers offering hunts of African antelopes, Friends of Animals sued USFWS challenging the consti-

tutionality of Congress’ actions.  The Constitutional question is on appeal at the DC Circuit. 

KYSCI Names 2016 Chapter Members Of The Year
By Sherry Maddox

many events.  Sam and Alice have been key to our chapter’s suc-
cess in broadening our support of projects and programs that
align with our mission here and in Breckinridge County.  Sam has
presented grant money from our chapter and SCI to the Breck-
inridge County 4-H Shooting Sports Program and our chapter is
helping fund the Cloverport Community’s NASP.  In addition, Sam
and Alice have recruited several new SCI and chapter members
from Breckinridge County.  

I could write several pages to document all this couple has
done for our chapter from volunteering at the youth education
events to opening up their farm for the Chapter and Friends “SCI
Day in the Country” but I know they have more articles for this
newsletter. 

On February 20, 2016, the chapter had an incredible
fundraiser banquet and auction.  There were many volunteers
who contributed to its success.  Sam and Alice served as the Live
Auction Chairs, which is a huge undertaking that required months
of work. The 3:00 A.M. emails I received from Alice made me
wonder if she ever sleeps.  Hours spent reviewing donations,
writing up and posting auction descriptions, corresponding with
the donors and preparing the auction program and packets for
the event all led to one of the best Live Auctions the chapter has
had in recent years.  

I want to add a couple of comments from my personal
“memory book”, some of which make me chuckle.   Each year,
Sam and Alice attend the SCI Hunters Convention and Alice has
come to the rescue more than once with Starbucks coffee, they
have honored me as guests at my table at the evening dinner
events, and they are ambassadors for the chapter to include tak-
ing time to seek out and meet with exhibitors who have been
chapter supporters.  

Thank you Sam and Alice for your compassion, your love of
hunting, your dedication to our chapter, the love you have for
your family and all you have done for Tom, Clay and your
“adopted chapter family”!

I am proud to be a hunter and proud to call Sam and Alice
Monarch my friends.

Sam and Alice Monarch were honored as the “Kentuckiana
SCI Chapter Members of the Year” at the 2016 Kentuckiana SCI
Chapter Fundraising Banquet. When I sat down to write this ar-
ticle, I thought, “Where do I begin?”  My goal is to share a few
of the many reasons why these chapter members were honored
and are so deserving of this recognition.

Since first meeting Sam and Alice several years ago, I have
seen the dedication they have to the outdoors, hunting, conser-
vation, and education while assuring that the next generation,
including their grandsons, Tom and Clay, will carry on our hunt-
ing heritage.  They have traveled to several continents, many of
those travels with their grandsons, providing them opportunities
to hunt while participating in the SCI Blue Bag Program and ex-
periencing a lifetime of rich memories and great hunts.  

Sam and Alice live in Hardinsburg, Kentucky but travel back
and forth without hesitation to attend board meetings and chap-
ter events.  Sam is serving his third two-year term as a director
on the chapter board and he and Alice serve as editors of the
Kentuckiana Hunter.  This award winning chapter newsletter has
received an SCI Publication Award for 7 consecutive years.  The
hours spent assisting authors with their articles, picking out pic-
tures to print, many of which Alice has taken, and coordinating
with the printer to produce this incredible newsletter each quar-
ter are reasons why the publication has received many awards. 

Speaking of pictures, Alice has been given the title of Chap-
ter Photographer.  She is tireless in making the rounds at events
with camera in tow, putting into pictures the memories of so

NOtice! !
If you trust Hillary Clinton 

to protect your 2nd Amendment Rights, 

then no action is necessary…

IF NOT, JOIN, RENEW OR EXTEND YOUR 

KYSCI, SCI & NRA MEMBERSHIPS TODAY!

VISIT...www.safariclub.org, www.nra.org 

& www.kentuckianasci.org
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S • Friends of NRA Events

Contact: John LaRowe at jlarowe@nrahq.org to find an event near you.

• RMEF Events

Contact: Bill Carman at 859-489-1593 or Bcarman@rmef.org to find an

event near you.

• League of Kentucky Sportsmen Events

Contact:  Ed Morris at emorris0413@att.net to find an event near you.

Join Your Outdoor Friends at These Events!  



On March 5th, our chapter was excited to sponsor another
“Thank You Military Pheasant Shoot” for 12 active members of our
armed services (11 men and 1 woman) at Clover Creek Hunting
Farms just outside of Hardinsburg, Kentucky.  I want to thank Colonel
Brian Combs for helping me coordinate and reschedule the event
from our January 23rd date after most of Kentucky was surprised
with a foot of snow that weekend.

Since the solders had to wait a month for the rescheduled event,
everyone was ready to shoot some birds! With the day scheduled to
begin at 8:00 A.M., I arrived 45 minutes early thinking I would be
the first to arrive. To my surprise, there were already four trucks in
the parking lot with one lady and three men ready to get started. 

I had picked up a few dozen donuts
from Sugar and Spice Bakery in Jefferson-
town and Jeff Tate, the owner of Clover
Creek, had coffee waiting for the soldiers.
We gathered in the clubhouse to introduce
our chapter volunteers to this year’s group
of guest. We started the event with Sam
Monarch giving an appreciation talk for the
soldiers’ service to our country and to tell
a little about our Kentuckiana SCI chapter.
We split the 12 soldiers into 2 teams of 6
and let one team hunt while the other
stayed at the clubhouse area to practice
shooting at clay birds from our automatic
thrower. The thrower was a lot of fun and
gave the guest a chance to brush up on their shotgun shooting skills.

As the live birds were being released in the field, the first group
walked to the field for a safety briefing.  We wanted to make sure
everyone understood how he/she would be hunting and to be sure
no one shot the dog, guide or photographers. It wasn’t long until we
heard shots fired with the flushing of the first bird.

Each year, it becomes a competition to keep any birds from get-
ting out of the field
without a scratch.
Sure enough, the
very first bird got
away.  I’m not sure
how that happened
as I put two crack
shot volunteers on
each end of the line
with full chokes in
their guns so they
could clean up after
all the guest had

taken their shots. I don’t think that happened again as everyone got
serious about hitting the birds.  After about an hour and half passed,
the successful first group returned to the clubhouse.

The second group had warmed up shooting clay targets and was
ready to go, especially after hearing shots blast for an hour and a
half.  After comparing stats and stories with the first group, the sec-
ond group headed to the field ready for their safety briefing.

The first group soon began practicing with the clay targets.
Shelby Shelman, our shooting instructor, let them shoot the clay birds
straight out for a few minutes which is the easiest shooting position.
Once their confidence was strong, Shelby began taking shooters
down the bank away from the thrower so they were in front of the
thrower to the right at an angle. They started missing birds from that
position as the lead and angle for the shot placement changed con-
siderably.  Changing the shooting positions to the thrower created a
much different look and really helped the shooters expand their
shooting skills. 

After the second group shot their birds, they returned to the
clubhouse in a jovial mood. They didn’t let any birds leave the field
unscathed and believe me, the first group heard about that! By this
time everyone was getting hungry. Jeff had gone to a local grocery
that is noted for their wonderful fried chicken. He brought back plenty
of chicken, mashed potatoes, macaroni and cheese and green beans.
It didn’t take long for everyone to get a plate full and for the club-
house to become quiet.

As we were finishing lunch, Chapter President Larry Richards
gave a short talk to thank our guest for attending and for their service
to our country and
to let them know
we enjoyed shar-
ing quality time
with them.   As
the soldiers pre-
pared to leave,
each was pre-
sented with a
Chapter logo hat
and a bag of
cleaned birds.   All
talked about how much fun they’d had as they thanked each volun-
teer for showing them such a great time!

This was the fourth time our chapter has sponsored this event.
It is with great pride that I am able to coordinate this event to express
our chapter’s appreciation for the sacrifices and the service from
these special men and women.  We could not have an event like this
if our freedoms were not secured by their efforts and dedication.  We
say a sincere “Thank you”!

Kentuckiana SCI Military Pheasant Shoot
By Mike Maddox

Mike Serving Lunch

Shooting Clay Targets

Guide,

Craig

Hacker

& 

Ruger
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